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HNS response



EMSA in a nutshell
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Le risque chimique

2007 Action Plan for HNS pollution preparedness and response

• focus on providing information

• maintain a network of experts 
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MAR-CIS & BE-CHEM

MAR-CIS Information - 257 datasheets 

2024 - develop 20 new datasheets

Continue work with MAR-CIS Expert Advisory Group

https://portal.emsa.europa.eu/ 

BE-CHEM tool 
(physical behaviour estimation)



MAR-ICE
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On-site expert advice from 
chemical industry – level 2

24/7 expert available to talk to

Requesting parties: 27 EU States;                                     

Coastal EFTA/EEA & EU Candidate Countries

Additional assistance: Risk assessment, Drift & weathering 

modelling results, Advice on response methods and options

Expert available: yes / no

Expert list & costs

Travel to command centre 
(…or virtual consultation…)

2h

6h

2-6 

days

Provide 24/7 expert information service for 
marine chemical emergencies – level 1



A platform of experts: The TCG HNS 
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Exchanges of experience
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Response to HNS in Bulk France 2022
Response to HNS in package form 
Sweden 2024



2021 consultation with Member States

Replies to questionnaire:

• Need for information on what is transported around Europe

• Need for harmonized training

• Need for equipment (but which one?)
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Information on HNS: extraction of Hazmat data from

SafeSeaNet
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SSN Hazmat reports from port departures  (typically, in one month 16600 hazmat reports)

Hazmat transported in EU waters (unknown)

SSN Hazmat reports, departures to an EU port (~79%)

SSN Hazmat successful reports (~82%)

SSN Hazmat successful 
reports, passing the “cleaning 
process” (97.2%)

Hazmat cargo 
that passes in 
EU waters 
but not 
stopping at 
an EU port
(unknown)

SSN Hazmat 
reports, 
departures 
from a non-EU 
port bound to 
an EU port 
(~21%)

IMDG
(71.8%)

IBC
(7.0%)

IGC 
(3.3%)

IMSBC
(3.2%)

Marpol
Annex I
(14.6%)

SSN 
Hazmat 
reports not 
successful 
(~18%)

SSN Hazmat 
successful 
reports, not 
passing the 
“cleaning 
process”
(2.8%)

Scope of SSN Hazmat pilot project, in blue



Learning services

Establishment of a correspondence group to develop 2 courses:

• Support to incident manager

• HNS response on board ships for non maritime personel
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HNS response equipment in EMSA stockpiles:Portable 

emergency offloading/transfer pumping system:

Main Components of each Set:

✓ 3 types of Air-operated double-

diaphragm (AODD) ATEX Zone II 

certified pumps 

✓ Air filter regulator. Water separator.

✓ Cover a wide range of chemicals

✓ Individual max. Pump capacity: 

42m3/h

✓ Independent & mobile air 

compressor: 82 l/s, 5-10 bar, with 3 

air out-takes

✓ Air hoses, 25mm, cargo transfer 

hoses 2”

✓ Storage, transport and handling

11

AODD 

pumps



twitter.com/emsa_lisbon

facebook.com/emsa.lisbon




