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The creation of storage centres

Following the Amoco Cadiz spill:

Realisation of the need to very rapidly (a few hours to a few days) mobilise 
specialised spill response equipment

Lack of availability of this equipment from suppliers within a reasonable timeframe

Decision by the French Government in 1978 to create Interdepartmental Polmar-
Land Storage and Response Centres, dotted along the coastline:

- 8 centres in mainland France and 5 in overseas French territories 

- Brest was to be the first
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The location of storage centres

8 centres in mainland France:
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The location of storage centres

5 centres in overseas France:
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Different types of equipment stored

Formation of a complete recovery chain:

- booms
- skimmers
- storage tanks
- clean-up

Small-scale manual recovery equipment and personal protective equipment 
for emergency response
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Booms 

Around 40,000 m in mainland France, 10,000 m in overseas 
France:

small, medium or large (0.50 m < h > 1.70 m)
- inflatable, stored on reels

- foam-filled,
stored in containers
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Booms 

Deployment accessories:
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Skimmers

Small floating weir skimmers, for light products:
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Skimmers

Oleophilic skimmers for viscous products:
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Skimmers

Self-propelled barges:
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Storage tanks

- Flexible 10 to 100 m3 tanks:

self-supporting tanks or frame tanks

or floating tanks
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Clean-up

- Beach cleaning:

- Pressure washing:
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Small-scale equipment

- Spades, rakes, bins 

- Sorbents

- PPE
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Inventory

Available on the website:

www.cetmef.developpement-durable.gouv.fr
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Facts & figures

- Annual budget (over past 10 years):

. investment: 2 to 0.8 million euros

. running costs: 0.35 to 0.30 million euros

- Objective set after Erika spill:

. 50,000 metres of boom in mainland France
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Thank you for your attention


