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POLLUSTATS 2017
WORLDWIDE SPILL 
STATISTICS 



Cedre 
715, rue Alain Colas 
CS 41836 
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Fax: + 33 (0)2 98 44 91 38
Email: contact@cedre.fr

D
es

ig
ne

d 
an

d 
pr

od
uc

ed
 b

y 
C

ed
re



1

The data presented here has been obtained 
from an inventory of incidents around the 
world made known to Cedre and having 
resulted in an oil or HNS spill in surface 
waters. This inventory is by no means 
exhaustive.
The incidents selected for analysis are those 
for which sufficient information is available 
to be entered into a database and which 
involved a spill (or spills) in excess of 10 
tonnes.
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

SPILLS BY AREA 

Sea & shoreline 

15 spills

3 spills

 Offshore & coastal waters

 Shoreline

20
17

5

6

3

1

3
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

4 spills

Inland waters

5 spills

28 spills

 Sea ports

 Estuaries

20
17

2

2

3

4

3

22

1
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

SPILLS BY PRODUCT  
CATEGORY 

Oil Chemicals

Other Objects

10

7

4

1

1

1

11 1

27 spills
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

Hole/Breach/Rupture

Overflow

SPILLS BY INCIDENT  
CATEGORY 

Falling objects Unspecified

1 grounding 1 fire 
/explosion

1 loss  
of integrity

1 
capsizing

6 collisions

16,7 %

50 %

33,3 %

6 ship 
losses

33,3 %

33,3 %

33,3 %

5 structure 
ruptures40 %

20 %

20 %

20 %

1 
unspecified 

event

1 cargo  
breaking 

loose

4  
unspecified  

events
50 %

25 %

25 %

27 spills

Sea &
 shoreline



6 

100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

SPILLS BY STRUCTURE  
CATEGORY 

5

1 2

Liquid cargo vessels

2

Other vessels

6

1 1 1

Dry cargo vessels

27 spills
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

Onshore industrial facilities

1

Other facilities (small to medium-sized)

1

Onshore oil facilities

1 1 2

Offshore oil facilities

1 1

Sea &
 shoreline
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

SPILLS BY PRODUCT  
CATEGORY 

Oil

Chemicals

Organic matter

Mineral materials

17

1

1

5

2 1

1

28 spills
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

NUMBER OF SPILLS BY  
INCIDENT CATEGORY 
28 spills

Hole/Breach/Rupture

Overflow Non-closure Unspecified

8 losses  
of integrity 4  

capsizing
7 structure 
ruptures

5 
unspecified  

events

1 
unspecified 

event

3 
unspecified  

events

87,5 %

12,5 % 14,3 %

33,3 %

14,3 %

28,5 %42,9 %

66,7 %

Inland w
aters
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

Pipelines

11

Trucks

4

12

Liquid cargo vessels

Onshore industrial facilities

1

SPILLS BY STRUCTURE  
CATEGORY 
28 spills
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

Other facilities (small to medium-sized)

12
4

Unspecified onshore facilities

1

Onshore oil facilities

1

9

Inland w
aters
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

SEA & SHORELINE
Number of spills
Average values of incidents made known to Cedre

1998-2002 2003-2007 2008-2012 2013-2016

42,3 %

42,3 %

12,8 %
2,6 %

42,4 %

36,4 %

15,1 %

6,1 %

2017

44,5 %

29,6 %

22,2 %

3,7 %

51,6 %

32,2 %

13 %
3,2 %

62 %

27,6 %

20,8 %
3,3 %

Tr
en

ds
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100 - 1,000 m3 1,000 - 10,000 m3 > 100,000 m310 - 100 m3 10,000 - 100,000 m3

INLAND WATERS
Number of spills
Average values of incidents made known to Cedre

4,8 % 3,7 % 3,5 %

19 %

7,4 % 6,9 % 6,9 %

47,6 %
29,6 %

20,7 %

27,6 %
28,6 % 59,3 % 62 %72,4 %

2017

7,1 %

10,7 %
3,6 %

78,6 %

1998-2002 2003-2007 2008-2012 2013-2016

Trends



Are you aware of another past spill, 
in marine or inland waters?

 Share it with us!

contact@cedre.fr


